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1.  Introduction to Corpus-driven Linguistics
First accept the Primacy of Speech

Then put WLG – Written Language Grammar – to one side (for the moment).
____________________________________

There are two principal kinds of meaning creation in language:


lexical items


illocutions




Each of these matches patterns in the text with stored 



meaningful patterns in a very flexible way.

The two kinds of meaning creation are incompatible with each other.

There is no hierarchical relationship between them – they are just two ways of interpreting the same data.

These take the place of WLG word and sentence.

One role of grammar is to mediate between them. 
_______________________________________

The primary kinds of meaning in language are syntagmatic.

Grammar deals mainly with paradigmatic meaning, which plays a secondary role.


Syntagmatic meaning is the simultaneous choice of more than one item;  



items not chosen have no significance.


Paradigmatic meaning is the choice of one among alternatives;



the alternatives may affect the meaning (but I doubt it).

________________________________________

Language is a semi-formal system – 


the meaning cannot be contained within a strictly formal framework

The traditional method of organising meaning has been to seek external models


but they are all derivations of and simplifications of linguistic constructs 



and so cannot be used in explication of the meaningful patterns of 


language.

Language has its own semi-formal means of relating meanings to each other –


flexible, subtle, infinitely variable.

This is called paraphrase, and it keeps meaning within the language system.


The most rigorous form of paraphrase is definition;



by incorporating definition into the apparatus of language description



meaning is preserved.
