2.  The Creation of Meaning

illocutions and lexical items
(We will defer the consideration of illocution until Topic 4 – Negotiation)

___________________________
lexical items

principle of maximal specification of the unit of meaning

word-based units of meaning are minimally specified
___________________________
structure – core invariable, whether single-word or multi-word or frame

co-occurrence: collocation of word forms (or lemmas)




 colligation of grammatical classes and semantic extensions




 semantic preference and lexical sets



 semantic prosody attitudinal meaning, connotation 
________________________________
the nature of lexical sets – supersets, like grammatical classes
lexical grammar and "lexicogrammar"
_________________________________
Language as a semi-formal system
self-reference (reflexivity, language about language) avoid "metalanguage"

paraphrase – limitless ways of saying "the same thing"
self-reference+paraphrase=definition
______________________________

full-sentence definition compared with traditional styles

the nearest-to-formal means of articulating the semantic structure of the language


sublanguage – the grammar of definitions can be described exhaustively 


as a finite-state automaton

thesaurus-type organisation by automatic process

organisation internal to language

contrast with semantics based on: 
logic





experience of the world






schemata






verbal association 

- all organisations that lie outside the range of language text

- all organisations based on a simplification of language structure

______________________________

(position of information science 
language text does not have a reliable organisation 
cannot be used in computational processing)   
