3.  The Management of Meaning

the principal role of grammar
and of cohesion
grammar is needed because we cannot say everything at once

___________________________________

grammar does not create meaning in any important way –

it sustains meaning

protects meaning

clarifies meaning

---but the origin of meaning is in the lexis or the interaction

__________________________________

contextual theory of meaning:

verbal context or cotext

wider context of situation (Firth)

initial defaults for encounters or documents


maintained by the grammar

_________________________________

some grammar is part of cohesion, intratextual reference

e.g. timing is not chosen with each main verb


but is maintained by them
some grammar is simply assembly – fairly arbitrary conventions 


see Brazil, A Grammar of Speech
some grammar is pre-empted by lexical realisation


(in multi-word lexical items)
